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|Joining	GOD’s	Work	in	Process|		

terri	mar,nson	elton,	phd	
|the	paradox	of	ministry	leadership|	

a	Biblical	look	at	leadership		
Pictures	of	Leaders	

|list	characteris,cs|	 Pictures	of	Chris,an	Leaders	

|list	characteris,cs	+	1	difference|	

WHO	ARE	YOU	FOLLOWING?	
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|ministry	leadership|	

Ministry	leadership	
begins	and	end	with	
whom	you	follow!	

It	maMers	who	you	
are	following!	

|parNcipaNng	in	GOD’s	mission|	

Theology	
and	Theory	

PracNce	and	
Everyday	life	

|quesNons|	

|Joining	GOD’s	Work	in	Process|		

terri	mar,nson	elton,	phd	
|GOD’s	Mission|	

a	Biblical	look	at	leadership		
“God	so	loved	the	world	
that	he	gave	his	one	and	
only	Son	that	whoever	

believes	in	him	should	not	
perish	but	have	eternal	
life.	For	God	did	not	send	
his	Son	into	the	world	to	
condemn	the	world,	but	
to	save	the	world	through	

him.”	John	3:16-17	

|GOD’s	Mission|	
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What	do	we	know	about	love?	

-		takes	place	in	the	context	of	a	relaNonship	
-  mutual	give	and	take	–	flowing	back	and	forth	
-  dynamic,	ever-changing,	and	able	to	grow	

|love	is..|	

What	do	we	know	about	GOD?	

-  a	community	–	defined	as	three	persons	in	
rela,onship	

-  love	–	love	is	what	unites	and	defines	the	
three	persons	

-  open	-	to	the	world	and	to	be	in	rela,on	with	
others		

	

|GOD	is	…|	

Triune	GOD		
GOD	is	a	GOD	of	relaNonship;	rela,onships	with	Godself	
and	with	the	world.		

	
GOD	is	GOD	only	in	relaNonship.	We	as	followers	of	GOD	
also	live	in	rela,onship	with	GOD	and	others.	GOD,	in	
fact,	can	only	be	GOD	in	community.		

	
GOD	is	living	…	GOD	created,	and	creates.	GOD	became	
incarnate,	limi,ng	GOD’s	self	to	live	among	crea,on,	
died	and	rose	again,	redeemed	and	is	redeeming	
GOD’s	people	and	all	of	crea,on…and	GOD	the	Spirit	is	
ac,ve	in	the	world,	empowering	and	unifying	GOD’s	
people	and	making	all	things	new.	

	
	

GOD	is	a	GOD	of	love		

This	GOD	of	community	is	a	GOD	of	love.	Love	defines	GOD	and	
therefore	defines	us	as	GOD’s	people.	

How	is	love	defined?	This	love	is	a	love	that	opens	GOD	to	the	world,	
as	we	see	in	John	3:16.		

Love	does	not	force	one’s	self	onto	another.	It	is	freely	given,	and	
waits	to	be	received.	Love	is	offered,	invi,ng	others	into	a	
rela,onship…a	rela,onship	of	deep	mutuality.	Love	seeks	a	
counterpart…one	that	freely	responds	and	independently	loves	in	
return.		

Jurgen	Moltmann	states	it	this	way…	
	”The	divine	Trinity	is	‘open’	not	because	it	is	imperfect,	but	by	
virtue	of	the	graciously	overflowing	of	love,	open	for	all	the	beloved	
creatures.”		
	(Perichoresis:	An	old	Magic	Word	for	a	New	Trinitarian	Theology)	
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GOD	is	For	the	World		

This	GOD	of	community	and	love	has	a	direcNon	-	the	
world.	The	missio	Dei,	or	the	mission	of	GOD,	is	to	love	
the	world.	This	love	is	crea+ve	and	redemp+ve.	

	
The	church	is	invited	to	parNcipate	with	GOD	in	this	
mission,	this	movement.	Said	differently,	the	body	of	
Christ	is	GOD’s	living,	breathing	incarna,onal	
community	of	love	crea,ng	and	redeeming	in	the	
world!	

|GOD’s	love	is	creaNve	&	
redempNve|	

Crea,ve:	 Redemp,ve:	

GOD-followers	are	subjects	of	GOD’s	love.	

Love	takes	place	
within	a	rela,onship.	
Rela,onships	are	two-

way	exchanges.	

|communal	idenNty|	

We	have	a	communal	GOD…	
-  Because	GOD	is	GOD	only	in	community,	
hence	we	are	Chris,ans	only	in	
community.	

	
Being	in	rela,onship	with	GOD	moves	us	
from	being	objects	to	subjects	….	

-  At	the	heart	of	ministry	is	helping	people	
discover	and	live	as	subjects	of	GOD’s	love	

What	is	GOD’s	preferred	future?	
	

GOD	of	Abundant	Life		
GOD	created	and	is	creaNng	life,	abundant	life.	John	10	reminds	us	that	

GOD	came	into	the	world	so	we	might	have	live	abundantly!		
	
So,	what	are	we	as	ChrisNans	to	be	about?	Living	to	and	out	of	GOD’s	

abundance.	That’s	the	heart	of	GOD’s	crea,ve	and	redemp,ve	mission.		



10/10/16	

5	

GOD	of	Abundant	Life		
Luther’s	explana,on	of	the	first	ar,cle	of	the	Apostle’s	Creed,	

states	that	God	created	and	con,nues	to	create	the	world.		
GOD	“provides”	food	and	clothing,	home	and	family,	daily	work	

and	all	we	need	day	to	day.	There	is	no	,me	in	the	past,	
present	or	future	that	GOD	will	not	be	at	the	heart	of	crea,ng	
and	sustaining	life.		

GOD	of	Abundant	Life		
And	GOD,	the	creator	of	the	universe,	invites	us	to	join	in	this	

providing	and	sustaining	process.	This	means…being	in	
rela,onship	with	GOD	and	others,	it	means	having	love	at	the	
center	of	our	lives,	it	means	living	for	the	world,	and	it	means	
being	co-creators	of	life	as	we	par,cipate	in	GOD’s	crea,ve	
and	redemp,ve	mission.	

|Joining	GOD’s	Work	in	Process|		

terri	mar,nson	elton,	phd	
|our	calling	to	love	GOD	and	neighbor|	

a	Biblical	look	at	leadership		

GOD-followers	are	subjects,	not	objects.	

Created	in	GOD’s	image		
-	with	unique	giis	

-	to	be	in	rela,onship		
GOD-followers	are	agents	of	
GOD’s	love	in	the	world.	

	

We,	the	objects	of	
GOD’s	love,	become	
subjects	of	GOD’s	

love.	

When	Love	Takes	You	In	
hkps://youtu.be/beZ5hF-qZDY	

OUR	CALLING	IS	TO	BE	AGENTS	OF	
GOD’S	LOVE	IN	THE	WORLD!	

We	do	this	by	loving	GOD	and	
serving	our	neighbor.	
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Star,ng	point	–	GOD	and	GOD’s	invitaNon	-	bap,sm	
•  GOD	is	the	primary	actor	in	bap,sm.	In	bap,sm	GOD	
extends	uncondi,onal	love	and	saving	grace	to	all,	
humanity	and	invites	us	to	par,cipate	in	GOD’s	mission	in	
the	world.	
•  The	community	responds	–	the	community	confesses	the	
faith,	holds	the	newly	bap,zed,	and	welcomes	them	into	a	
new	way	of	being	–	communal	life.	

|communal	idenNty|	
Star,ng	point	–	GOD	and	GOD’s	invitaNon	–	bap,sm	
•  The	bapNzed,	within	Chris,an	community,	seeks	to	
discover	a	Chris,an	way	of	life.	Through	Chris,an	
prac,ces,	GOD’s	people	regularly	engage	each	other	and	
GOD,	seeking	to	grow	in	the	faith	and	discern	their	
par,cular	par,cipa,on	in	GOD’s	crea,ve	and	redemp,ve	
mission	in	the	world.	
•  BapNsm	frames	the	ChrisNan	life.		

|communal	idenNty|	

|new	creaNon|	

Ending	point	–	Shalom	–	Salva,on	
•  If	anyone	is	in	Christ,	there	is	a	new	crea,on.	The	
old	has	passed	away	and	everything	is	made	new.	
2	Corinthians	5	

In	the	middle	–	loving	GOD	and	neighbor	-	voca,on	

|call	to	the	world|	

	 	Bap,sm………………………………………End	of	,me	
VocaNon	

	

	 	 	the	in-between	

	 	 	we	par,cipate	in		
	 	 	GOD’s	crea,ve	and		
	 	 	redemp,ve	mission	
	 	 	in	the	world.	

In	the	middle	–	loving	GOD	and	neighbor	-	voca,on	

|call	to	the	world|	

“GOD	created	all	things;		
	sins	infects	all	things;		

God	redeems	all	things	through	
Jesus	Christ.		

Chris,ans,	like	the	Christ	whose	
name	they	bear,	share	in	GOD’s	
redemp,ve	and	crea,ve	
purposes	in	all	things.		

Therefore	ChrisNan	vocaNon	
includes	all	aspects	of	cultural	
and	social	life.”	(Schuurman,	Voca+on,	51)	

In	the	middle	–	loving	GOD	and	neighbor	-	voca,on	

|call	to	the	world|	

“If	Chris,ans	are	to	become	faithful	
par,cipants	in	the	purposes	and	
processes	of	crea,on	and	
redemp,on,		

it	is	essen,al	that	they	hold	together	
both	the	‘sacred’	and	the	
‘secular,’	the	‘religious’	and	the	
‘non-religious’	aspects	of	
experience,		

and	that	they	do	so	in	a	way	that	
affirms	the	importance	and	
integrity	of	each.		

This	unity	of	life	under	GOD’s	reign	is	
brought	about	by	a	vital	sense	of	
life	as	vocaNon.”	(ibid,	52)	
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Write	about	a	,me	you	were		
	 	…an	agent	of	GOD’s	crea,ve	love.	
	 	…an	agent	of	GOD’s	redemp,ve	love.	

	

|sweet	spot|	

…when	we	discover	
opportuni,es	(big	or	small)	
to	concretely	be	agents	of	
GOD’s	love	in	the	world.	

	

|Joining	GOD’s	Work	in	Process|		

terri	mar,nson	elton,	phd	
|the	world’s	needs|	

a	Biblical	look	at	leadership		 |brokenness	is	all	around	us|	

what	is	the	brokenness	you	see?	

family	 your	city/
region	

in	our	
na,on	

in	the	
world	

what	Nes	do	you	have?	

family	 your	city/
region	

in	our	
na,on	

in	the	
world	

cancer	
discrimina,on	

theological	
educa,on	

educa,on	
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Sara	Grove,	“I	saw	what	I	saw”	

hkps://youtu.be/Lt_WpluguwE	
	

|the	world	yearns	for	abundant	life|	

Luther’s	understanding	of	voca,on	was	shaped	by	a	
theology	of	the	cross.		

|call	to	the	world|	

GOD	is	revealed	in	the	cross	
and	works	in	weakness	
hidden	to	the	world,	made	
visible	in	self-giving	love	
GOD,	and	only	GOD,	brings	
life	out	of	death,	life	out	of	
nothing	
	
	
	

What	does	this	mean?	

|call	to	the	world|	

We,	GOD’s	agents	of	love,	
move	into	the	broken	places	
of	life	not	of	our	own	accord,	
but	only	people	GOD	has	gone	
there	first.	
And	we	move	into	these	
places	to	dwell,	to	be	
presence,	to	join	the	other	in	
community.	
As	we	do	we	ARE	agents	of	
love.	
	
	
	

What	does	this	mean?	

|call	to	the	world|	

What	we	bring	into	the	world	
is	GOD’s	love,	embodied	in	us	
and	flowing	into	the	world	
through	our	presence	and	
giis.		
As	we	see	the	brokenness	and	
join	the	brokenness	in	the	
places	we	live	and	work	and	
dwell	we	par,cipate	with	
GOD’s	divine	crea,ve	and	
redemp,ve	love	
	
	
	

decentralized	leadership	system	

SHARED	
All	called	

United	by	the	Spirit	

PARTICULAR	
Different	giis	
Spread	out	



10/10/16	

9	

decentralized	leadership	system	

|GOD’s	people	on	a	Mission|	
“God	is	about	a	big	purpose	in	and	for	the	
whole	crea,on.	The	church	has	been	called	
into	life	to	be	both	the	means	of	this	mission	
and	a	foretaste	of	where	God	is	inviNng	all	

creaNon	to	go.		
Just	as	its	Lord	is	a	mission-shaped	God,	so	the	
community	of	God’s	people	exists,	not	for	
themselves	but	for	the	sake	of	the	world.	

Mission	is	…	the	church’s	very	nature	is	to	be	
God’s	missionary	people.”		

	
–Alan	Roxburgh	and	Fred	Romanuk,	Missional	Leader,	xv		

So	if	all	are	called	and		
all	have	roles	to	play…	

•  How	do	we	discover	our	place?	Our	giis?		
•  How	are	we	prepared?	Called?	


