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Why? 



Good News needs Bad News 
§  “Theology is that ongoing activity of the whole church that 

aims at clarifying what "gospel" must mean here and 
now.” (127) 

§ The ‘”gospel” is the “good news” or news that is good. (128) 
“The good news is good because it challenges and displaces 
bad news.” (129)  

§ So knowing the bad news lets us discover the good news, 
“And the bad news is always changing!” (129)  

§ Therefore, the gospel is something to be discovered, it is 
responsive and is contextual. 

Douglas John Hall, “What is Theology?” 



The Catholic Church has lost 
members of all ages who say they 
have been alienated by the sexual 
abuse scandals, the exclusion of 
women and married men from the 
priesthood, the rejection of gay 
relationships and birth control, and 
the denial of communion to 
Catholics who have divorces and 
remarried without an annulment. 
… two decades ago, about 
one of every four Americans 
identified as Catholic, today 
it is about one of every five. 
 

NY Times September 21, 2015 

Pope Francis to Find a Church in Upheaval 
Some U.S. churches are bursting with immigrant 
parishioners, while others struggle to stay open. 
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From 2000 to 2006 a decrease of 3.2% in the number of 
congregations & 6.8% decrease in baptized members. 



Survey Says… “less Christian” 
ARIS 2008 
The American population self-
identifies as predominantly 
Christian but Americans are slowly 
becoming less Christian.  
§  86% of American adults 

identified as Christians in 1990 
and 76% in 2008.  

§  The historic Mainline churches 
and denominations have 
experienced the steepest 
declines while the non- 
denominational Christian identity 
has been trending upward 
particularly since 2001.  

The challenge to Christianity in the 
U.S. does not come from other 
religions but rather from a 
rejection of all forms of organized 
religion.  
Based on their stated beliefs 
rather than their religious 
identification in 2008,  
   70% of Americans believe in a 
personal God,  
   roughly 12% of Americans are 
atheist (no God) or agnostic 
(unknowable or unsure), and  
   another 12% are deistic (a 
higher power but no personal 
God).  
 



The Numbers 
ARIS 2008 

Christian – 86.2% to 76% 
Other Religions – 3.3% to 3.9% 
Nones – 8.2% to 15% 



The Roman Catholic and Mainline Church are older. 
Muslim and Eastern Religions are younger. 
The Nones are younger. 

The Numbers 
ARIS 2008 



The Numbers 
ARIS 2008 

Geography matters – 
-  Catholic numbers increased in the South and West. (1/3 in CA and TX 

and ¼ in FL) 
-  Nones doubled overall (8 to 15%) and increased across all regions. 

However the largest concentrations use to be in the Pacific NW (1/4 of 
pop) and now are in the NE  (with /4 to 1/3), with significant increases in 
CO, ID, NV, and WY. 

 



The Numbers 
ARIS 2008 

National = 
Christian – 76%  
Other Religions – 3.9%  
Nones – 15%  
 
Regional =  
Christian – 77% (80% MN) 
Other Religions – 3% (4% MN) 
Nones – 15% (12% MN) 
 



What is 
the Bad 
News? 

What is 
the Good 
News? 



Christianity Today - OCT 1, 2013 
The State of the Church In America: Hint:  

It's Not Dying by Ed Stetzer 
“The church is not dying. 
Yes, the church in the West—the 
United States included—is in 
transition right now. But 
transitioning is not the same as 
dying, particularly if you hold the 
belief that Christianity is 
represented by people who live for 
Christ, not check ‘Christian’ on a 
survey form… 
Actually, no serious researcher 
believes Christianity in America is 
dying. Not one. 
Instead, I believe this current 
cultural shift is bringing clarity 
that will assist in defining 
who we are as Christians, 
and that is a good thing in some 
ways.” 



Cultural 
Christians 
“The first category–Cultural 
Christians–is made up of people 
who believe themselves to be 
Christians simply because their 
culture tells them they are.” 

1/3 of 75% who self-
identify as Christian 



Congregational 
Christians 
“The second category–
Congregational Christians–is 
similar to the first group, except 
these individuals at least have 
some connection to congregational 
life.” 

1/3 of 75% who self-
identify as Christian 



Convictional 
Christians 
“The final group–Convictional 
Christians–is made up of people 
who are actually living according to 
their faith.” 

1/3 of 75% who self-
identify as Christian 



What 
does 
this 

mean? 



Where do 
you see 

Bad 
News? 

Where do 
you see 
Good 

News? 


